
As the early morning wind sweeps eastward over the Virginia section of the Appalachian Mountains, through the Shenandoah Valley, then eastward toward the nation’s capital, it passes over the rivers, streams, lakes, and meadows of Historic Fredericksburg, Virginia.

This area was once a quiet little colonial seaport where George Washington, known as “the Father of our Country,” spent his childhood days roaming the meadows, forests, and sandy shores of the Rappahannock and Potomac Rivers. This land is known as “history land” because it was the birth place of over six American presidents and many of the key leaders that gave our country the intellectual and moral confidence to become the freedom loving nation it is now.  This location, because of its beauty and the fact that it is near George Washington’s boyhood home, has been chosen for the placement of the George Washington National Memorial Cemetery and Garden.


This very special place is where great care and effort are continually being applied to create simply "the most beautiful final resting place in the world."  A place named after, perhaps, the finest man in American history, who, through his stamina and courage, helped in an irreplaceable way to give birth to our great nation.  In an effort to further memorialize the life and achievements of President George Washington, and to simultaneously honor all of our own loved ones that have also passed, we are constructing this important and lovely family cemetery.


This hallowed ground is being very artistically developed under the focused guidance of one of the finest staffed development teams in America, with over 600 years of collective experience. Perhaps one of the finest professional elements of this development team is the landscaping consulting firm of Oehme Van Swedon & Associates.  They are regarded to be, by many, the finest landscaping firm in not only America, but perhaps in the world.  With great care and effort they have shaped the overall concept design for this very special cemetery.  This talented group has won many awards and has been a major influence in the field of landscape design world wide.  They recently designed the World War II Memorial on the National Mall in Washington, D.C.  They also are credited with the following:  The Virginia Avenue Gardens of the Federal Reserve, Washington, D.C.; The National Arboretum Visitors Center Gardens, Washington, D.C.; The Francis Scott Key Park, Washington, D.C.; The German-American Friendship Garden, Washington, D.C.; The International Chancery Center, Washington, D.C.; The Olmsted Walk III at the National Zoological Park, Washington, D.C.; and The Ronald Reagan Washington National Airport, Alexandria, Virginia.
One might ask, "How is this cemetery different from other cemeteries and memorial gardens?"  The answer is simple.  This cemetery is vastly different because of the first rate location close to major highways and the Washington metropolitan area and its suburbs.  This very choice acreage is also not far from metropolitan Richmond, VA, the capitol city of Virginia.  This land is easily accessible by train (), interstate 95 (), and the new Stafford County Regional Airport ().  This extraordinary, God graced land is composed of beautiful rolling hills, meadows, forests, streams, and lovely Swan Lake.


This cemetery, when completed, will contain within its 17 foot high colonial brick walled boundaries, many fine buildings and features specially created for the benefit of those who appreciate beauty and solitude.  This private gated community for those passed will have the finest 24 hour security possible to prevent vandalism, and to keep its many visitors from any harm during their visits to loved ones.


The lake will contain a lovely large colonial style gazebo, with a wide deck decorated with many geraniums, and seated with fine wrought iron benches.  Swan Lake will also have a 3 story tall colonial French fountain, where unique airborne water streams will continually provide a water flow ballet lighted at night, surrounded by ducks and swans.  Overlooking this coy filled lake, fountain, and beautiful gazebo, there will be a spectacular Williamsburg chapel.  This chapel will be large in size and will have French style doors that will open onto a large brick deck for meditation and viewing.  The chapel will have a large white cupola to ring bells when appropriate.  This chapel will be available at no charge to the families that own cemetery property, for the purpose of having funerals during inclement weather.  It will also be available for memorial services celebrating the lives of “those no longer here.”  This chapel will additionally be used for regular worship and praying.  Weddings will be allowed there at no charge with proper notice.


Moving beyond the chapel, a short distance to the southwest we will be constructing our "Corinthian outdoor amphitheater," that will be able to comfortably seat over 300 people.  This architecturally moving arena will be used for many purposes, including the following:  outdoor funeral services, memorial services, concerts, plays by local and national theater groups, wakes, and weddings.  
It is the sincere intention of those that operate this very exceptional cemetery to have at least 3 hours of violin and harp music played in this unique place every Sunday to honor the dead and those that respectfully visit them.
Moving a short distance to the northeast from our outdoor amphitheater setting, there will be built our colonial neo-classical visitor reception and administrative building.  This handsome "Gone with the Wind" style building will be visually spectacular, and very functional, with its great columns and Williamsburg antique red colonial brick.  The building will include wide decks, large boxwood plants, and a multitude of beautiful flowers in the surrounding gardens.  When visitors enter the main lobby, there will be a large cathedral ceiling and chandelier, complete with colonial cornices, appropriate chair railings, and large windows reminiscent of “Stratford Hall.”  The lobby area will have a very large colonial-style fireplace, complete with logs and fire on cold days.  The furniture will be warm English leather, complimented by oriental rugs, antique tables, and armoires.  The walls will be adorned with fine oil paintings and antique prints.  This great room will be complete with two sweeping stair cases and a hidden elevator, which will provide easy access to the other floors.  This great room will be 40% of this large building and will provide a very roomy, comfortable area for visitor arrival and “check-ins” for tours of the grounds.


The basement of this neo-colonial building will be devoted to an area for wakes, banquets, and other areas needed for the running of the cemetery.  The remainder of the first floor not used as a reception area will be broken up into rooms to be used by our property owners for the purpose of conducting family business related to planning funerals and acquiring cemetery related services and monuments.


The second floor of this reception center, with handicap access, will be the administrative center, providing office space for our cemetery management staff. The third story will be a lovely open area on the roof made into an outdoor patio garden area overlooking the 164 acre cemetery.  From this vantage point, everyone will be able to witness all the ongoing construction work and be able to visually pinpoint where their individual family burial site is located.

Additionally, from the sturdy wrought iron railings our guests will be able to see the lake, amphitheater, wall, red brick roads, and the many meandering brick paths, which will lace the woods and meadow areas.  Also on this “roof patio-garden area” will be placed nice café outdoor tables, chairs, and umbrellas for our guests to have a scenic setting in which to meet with our staff, or just be with other family members and friends.  Fresh coffee, hot chocolate, tea, bottled water, oatmeal cookies, and ginger bread will be available for our customers, visiting mourners, and family friends.


A yet unmentioned amenity, or benefit, for our property owners is our living legacy program.  This program entails the ability of customers to enter one of our office studios and to be able, with professional assistance, to tell “their life story” to a professional director with a camera so it can be available for future generations of their family.  This DVD can contain information about existing family heritage and background.  This DVD can answer many questions now that your descendents in 500 years would like to know.  Think about how much you would enjoy seeing, live on DVD, your great-great grand parents and learning more about them and their lives.

Another amenity, or customer benefit, we are offering for our property owners is grief counseling,  a much needed and often overlooked service.  This type of counseling is an effective means of very often dealing with nearly inconsolable grief.  This service is a very humane endeavor we are offering by paying the first hour of counseling in order to encourage our clients to get help when they may need it the most.  Dealing with the loss of a spouse or a child, for many, can seem impossible.  Psychologists that are very well trained, and that specialize in this field, sometimes can work miracles in grief counseling.  There can be no better good than helping people through this troubled sad time.  


Another amenity, or improvement, that we are offering is a molded brick concrete road and path system.  These roads and pathways are most often made out of asphalt in other cemeteries and developments to save money.  The molded cement brick-like roads we will be constructing outlast asphalt by at least threefold the years.  The asphalt is much more susceptible to wear and early crumbling when compared to concrete.  The molded concrete roads we will be building will cost almost 3 times the cost of asphalt and will be much more durable and beautiful.  In hot weather, our customers and visitors will not have to breathe the fumes given off by asphalt, and they won’t have to spend hours removing asphalt sludge from their shoes and pant cuffs.  The re-bar reinforced molded concrete brick roads we will be constructing will be lined by magnolia trees and large handsome brass lanterns on 6 foot posts for additional lighting and colonial ambience.  These magnolia and brass lanterned streets will add a great deal of beauty and quality to this cemetery.


In addition to the fine buildings and streets, there will be planted over 4 million dollars worth of fine trees, plants, and flowers in this uniquely lovely place of burial.  From weeping cherry blossom trees around the lake, to massive colorful tulip gardens, nothing will be spared to complete all garden aspects of this fine place.


A cemetery is very much unlike other types of developments in some ways, and similar to other developments in one way.  The way that they are similar, is that the ground floor is the time to buy.  In the beginning, the choice of better sites is almost unlimited, and the prices are lower than they will ever be in the future.  The time to get the best deal is when the bulldozers are still cutting in the roads.  Because of county insistence to approve the sites on and around Swan Lake first, we as developers are being forced to sell our most beautiful sites first, at the lowest price we will ever offer other sites for in the future.  Additionally, there is a one thousand dollar price reduction going on now as a grand opening effort to accelerate sales, to provide funds for construction costs that will be over in the near future.  So, consequently, for those people who recognize a good bargain on a quality product, now is the time to set up an appointment time to visit this special place.

As you may or may not know cemetery zoning may very well be the most difficult zoning to get approval for in America.  With a population of over 300 million people in America, and approximately 10.5 million in our market, there seems to be a very critically limited supply of cemetery sites in the Washington DC/Northern VA area.  This existing supply of sites is very small.  According to Gary Hicks, who has over 20 years of experience in all aspects of the cemetery business, there may not be any more cemetery sites left in the Washington D.C. metropolitan area in less than seven years.  One could easily assume, based on the universal axioms of supply and demand, that not only is quality cemetery property hard to find, but likely to increase in value more than any other type of valuable real estate in the future.


We all at the George Washington National Memorial Cemetery and Garden hope that you will take the time to visit this marvelous land in its rich historical environment, so you can see first hand why we are all so excited about the very reasonably priced, high quality sites, niches, and mausoleums we are now constructing and selling.

The last amenity we have left to cover is our economic charitable commitment to the Easter Seals Society of Virginia.  It is a charity whose kindly works have positively touched the lives of countless thousands of people, including some of the handicapped staff running this cemetery.  The Easter Seals is a good charity that doesn’t waste money, and gets the job done.  Be assured that through your enlightened kindness in taking the time to tour our exceptional cemetery, surely the crippled children and others helped by the Easter Seals will genuinely benefit. The goal we have set for ourselves is to try and arrange a donation per customer visit program that will yield this charity a minimum of one million dollars for our first two years of operation.  Please help yourselves, our cemetery, and the Easter Seals, by committing to visit us in the near future for the purpose of selecting and buying the right memorial property for your family.

For more information, please call us Toll Free at 18005555555, or visit us at GeorgeWashingtonCemetery.org to arrange a professional tour of this lovely ground and the fine improvements we are now constructing upon it!

From the owners and staff, we all sincerely thank you for the time you have spent in viewing this film.
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